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A.3rd.Sun. Is.8:23-9:3, 1Cor.1:10-13,17; Mt.4:12-23 
 
When Cardinal Newman was returning by sea from Italy to his native 
England, the boat was detained in Sicily, Newman fell ill and nearly died. 
During his recovery, he wrote these words: "Lead kindly light, amid the 
encircling gloom," because he believed that the prophecy of Isaiah had 

come true: "People who walked in darkness have seen a great light" (Is 8:23). We too have our 
hours of darkness. For an example: The death of a lifelong spouse, an unexpected rejection by a 
loved one, a smashed dream of business success or the loss of good health can throw us into a 
temporary darkness. But at such tragic moments, true believers have in the past seen the light of 
Christ, a light that illumines the shadows of our hearts with the radiance of his splendor, guiding 
us to travel safely through rough storms of trials and troubles, until we have made the harbor of 
peace and happiness.  
 
It is true that the light of Christ first shone in Galilee, but it was meant to bring light to everyone 
who comes into the world. In today's Gospel, Jesus begins a kind of propaganda campaign. He 
calls two men to represent his kingdom of God. From that moment Jesus began propagating his 
message: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand." Jesus came with a definite 
message based on the authority of God. He transmitted God's Voice. It was a command: to turn 
away from evil ways, to turn towards God, to choose the right way, to move in the right 
direction. Jesus chooses his disciples from among the lowest and simplest class of people, most 
of them illiterate. Jesus wanted persons who would be totally dedicated to him. Only to such 
persons he could entrust that serious mission.  
 
(2). Jesus wanted to make them fishers of men. And he found in these simple fishermen the 
qualities suited for that job, He was looking for men who have Patience, perseverance, courage, 
and the right judgment (discernment). Jesus said:” Come and follow me,” but on certain 
conditions: He who follows Jesus must renounce families, profession and even his own will. He 
must give up everything and dedicate his whole self to the service of God; he must be fully free 
to do the Will of God. His must be a life as simple as that of Jesus. His must be a life of 
commitment.  
 
The words of Jesus 'which began at the time' changed the hearts of men and women down the 
centuries, transformed them and made them messengers and witnesses of his love. We can recall 
to mind for an example Saint Benedict, who gave Christianity in Europe a new momentum, a 
new image, of penance, wisdom and moderation; or Francis of Assisi who sang his song of joy 
that sprang from suffering and self-renunciation; or saint Francis de Sales who with his cardinal 
principle 'let everything you do be done in love' gave the Church of France a new life of divine 
love. Their noble examples, and others like them, are lights that still shine in the Church today.  
Like the prophet Jonah, the disciples were sent to preach repentance to the world. Their task was 
stupendous. They were ill equipped and unworthy. 



But they were called to rely, not on themselves, but on the power of Christ. Despite their 
fickleness, they succeeded in presenting Jesus as the Savior of the world, because of the presence 
of Jesus with them. Actually, the world mission started by the Sea of Galilee and Jesus called 
Peter and his brother Andrew and James and his brother John for his mission. And they followed 
him immediately. 
 
(3). The words of Jesus, and his call, went deep into their hearts. They responded generously, 
they gave up all egoism and self-will to follow their Master.  Jesus chose these ordinary 
fishermen to find His church upon. The church of Christ has stood the test of time successfully 
for the past two thousand years. The weakest people in the hands of Christ can produce the most 
excellent results. St. Paul, boasting about the power of Christ said, "When I am weak, then I am 
strong (2 Cor: 12: 10)." For two thousand years the Word of God that was delivered by the sea of 
Galilee has been growing. In new continents, in new languages and cultures, with new methods 
and means, the Word is being proclaimed. It is a mission entrusted not just to the apostles, 
bishops and priests but also to the laity who serve in the Church the teachers, the catechists and 
parents. In fact, the entire baptized and confirmed are called to be fishers for Christ. 
 
God gives each one of us ample opportunities. It is up to us to make the best use of them and go 
the right way. A worthy life according to the dictates of the Gospel is the best propaganda we 
can make for Christ. Now, we are called and sent forth by the same Jesus: to be His witnesses. 
We may be weak and unworthy, but Jesus has promised to be with us in order to strengthen us 
and empower us. Let us remember this: 'God does not ask us about our ability or inability, but 
only about our availability.'  
 
Each one of us is not just one of billions of people.  Each of us is special. We have been called 
by Christ to enlighten the world.  If we live in His Light, we will bring His Light to others. I 
want to conclude with simple maxim from Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta:“Love Jesus, 
Live with Jesus, and you will live for Jesus.” 


